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From Object Priority to Subjectivity Becoming: Against Opposition between Subject and Object

——Adorno and Deleuze as Empiricists

Wu Jing
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing210023, China)

Abstract : Unlike classic empiricists like Locke and Hume, Deleuze and Adorno are not empiricists in the
traditional sense. They all refused to use any transcendent metaphysical concepts to structure knowledge and the—
ories. They intend to advance the exploration of the boundaries and critique of the conditions of the object in the
way of becoming analysis, so as to achieve the purpose of internal critique. In this sense, it is not wrong to at—
tribute their knowledge acquisition methods to the empirical tradition. Such a theoretical position is prominently
displayed in their deconstruction of the traditional dual relationship between subject and object. From Adorno’s
object priority to Deleuze’s becoming of subjectivity, two different contemporary theoretical trends can be seen.
This is extremely important for understanding many problems of contemporary philosophy.
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